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104-1536 30 November 1995 W~OC
BUDGET AGREEMENT REACHED. Over the past week I have had countless letters, faxes
and phone calls from individuals concerned about the ongoing budget negotiations here in
Washington. On Sunday, 19 November, an agreement was reached on broad principles for a
seven-year route to a balanced budget.
The following is a brief summary of the agreement:
(a) The president and the Congress shall enact legislation in the fIrst session of the
l04th Congress to achieve a balanced budget not later than fIscal year 2002 as estimated by the
Congressional Budget OffIce, and the president and the Congress agree that the balanced budget
must protect future generations, ensure Medicare solvency, reform welfare, and provide
adequate funding for Medicaid, education, agriculture, national defense, veterans, and the
environment. Further, the balanced budget shall adopt tax policies to help working families and
to stimulate future economic growth.
(b) The balanced budget shall be estimated by the Congressional Budget OffIce based
on its most recent current economic and technical assumptions, following a thorough consultation
and review with the Office of Management and Budget, and other government and private
experts.
I support a balanced budget. I have introduced balanced budget legislation since first
coming to Congress. I have voted for a balanced budget many times.
As we proceed with our efforts to realize this goal, I will be mindful of the commitments
we must honor.
• lifting the burden of debt off our children and grandchildren;
• helping America's elderly live with the health and economic security they deserve;
• investing in education and training.
• protecting the environment and public health; and
• rewarding work by providing tax relief for working families.
# # #
HOUSE AND SENATE PASS CONFERENCE REPORT ON NATIONAL HIGHWAY
SYSTEM DESIGNATION. Both chambers of Congress -- the Senate on the 17th, and the
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House on the 18th -- adopted legislation designating the highways to be included in the National
Highway System. As a bit of background, the 1991 Intermodal Surface Transportation
Efficiency Act (lSTEA) significantly restructured the federal-aid highway program by replacing
many highway programs with new ones, the centerpiece of which is funding for a national
highway system (NHS).
The compromise bill designates a new National Highway System of 161,000 miles to be
composed of those Interstate and other principal arterial highways that provide an integrated
system of roads essential to interstate travel, national defense, and commerce. Of the 161,000
miles designated, approximately 75% is rural mileage and 25% is urban. While the designated
mileage represents only 4% of the nation's total highway mileage, these roads carry 40% of all
highway traffic, including 75 % of all truclcing commerce and 80% of all tourist travel.
Included in this legislation is language making U S Highways 281,77 and 83 which run
through the 15th District high priorities for funding and eventual upgrades.
Enactment of the new National Highway System is important to south Texas because it
adds several hundred miles of highway with a direct link to the US· Mexico border to the
system. It is perhaps the most dramatic highway development to occur since the Interstate
System was established in 1956.
The National Highway System bill also contains other significant provisions. In addition
to designating the highways to be included in the National Highway System, the measure also
eliminates the current national 55/65 mph speed limits, thereby allowing states to set higher
speed limits; repeals federal requirements that states enact laws requiring operators of
motorcycles to wear helmets; and provides new funding and state flexibility to use other funding
to help mitigate the impact on states of reductions in FY 1996 federal highway funding. It
would also relieve states of numerous other requirements, such as insta1ling highway signs
designating distances in meters and using old tire rubber in highway construction.
The measure has now been cleared for action by the President.
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